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Appendix K: Coalition Building Meetings 
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Water System Coalition Building

Water Organization Examples

April 12, 2019
Moses Lake 

 

The Department of Commerce touches every aspect of community 
and economic development. We work with local governments, 
businesses and civic leaders to strengthen communities so all 
residents may thrive and prosper.

Safety / 
Crime Victims

Business
Assistance

We strengthen communities

Planning Infrastructure Community
Facilities

Housing

2
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Water Organization Examples

3

•Spokane Aquifer Joint Board

•Idaho Washington Aquifer Collaborative

•Palouse Basin Aquifer Committee

•Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership

•Texas Water Development Board

 

Spokane Aquifer Joint Board

4

https://www.spokaneaquifer.org
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Spokane Aquifer Joint Board

5

https://www.spokaneaquifer.org

 

Idaho Washington Aquifer Collaborative

6

https://www.iwac.us
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Palouse Basin Aquifer Committee

7

http://palousebasin.org

 

Palouse Basin Aquifer Committee

http://palousebasin.org
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Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership

9

https://www.wallawallawatershed.org

 

Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership

10

https://www.wallawallawatershed.org
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection

11

• 1999 – lawsuit led to TMDL regulations

• 1999-2013 – Monitoring via EPA Consent Decree 
(from lawsuit)

• 2016-present – Long-term CWA program with 
broader overall water quality goals

“Having CWA 303(d) Program priorities informed by 
data and information from other relevant programs* 

will help achieve and demonstrate environmental 
results over time.” 

*Fish and Wildlife, Dept. of Ag., Water Conservation 
Districts, environmental groups, local stakeholders.

 

Saskatchewan Water Security Agency

12

• Early 1960’s – Sask. Research Council created 
Geology and Groundwater Resource mapping 
program. Series of maps created the basis for 
evaluation of groundwater in the region 
(quality and quantity)

• 1986 – Water Security Agency began 
updating previous maps to define 
aquifers/glacial deposits

• 2004 – 3rd generation of mapping to illustrate 
spatial extent, distribution, and depth. Also 
to include GIS mapping with water supply 
and potential contamination

• Water Demand Studies (2040-2060)

• Watershed Planning
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Texas Water Development Board

13

• 1913 – Texas Legislature created Board 
of Water Engineers to regulate 
appropriates of water

• 1950’s – Severe drought

• 1972 – Texas Natural Resources 
Information System

• 1985 – Texas Water Development 
Board, responsible for long-range 
planning and water project financing.

• 2007/2012/2017 – TWDB publishes 
the State Water Plan

• 2016 – Online data with in-depth 
information about water planning

http://www.twdb.texas.gov

 

Texas Water Development Board

14

Examples of Online Data Tools

Groundwater Data Viewer

https://www2.twdb.texas.gov/apps/waterdatainteractive/groundwaterdataviewer

Water Data for Texas

By Reservoirs, Drought, Groundwater, Coastal

https://waterdatafortexas.org/groundwater

Major Aquifer 3D Viewer

http://www2.twdb.texas.gov/apps/waterdatainteractive/gamsdataviewer
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15

Questions & Discussion

 

www.commerce.wa.gov

Presented by:

Benjamin Serr
Senior Planner
(509) 724-1699
benjamin.serr@commerce.wa.gov
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Ty Wick

Columbia Basin Water System 
Coalition Meeting

Coalition Building Presentation

April 12, 2019

 

WHY A YAKIMA BASIN JOINT 
BOARD?

Avoid duplication of effort in developing 
lowhead hydroelectric generation projects

Provide forum for federal, state and local 
government participation

Pool resources to accomplish common 
goal

RCW 39.34 Interlocal Cooperation Act 
allowed Irrigation Districts and City of 
Yakima to legally work together
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YAKIMA BASIN JOINT BOARD 
REBOOT

Ecology identified “Major” water users in 
the Aquavella Water Rights Adjudication 
Case as the five largest irrigation districts 
and City of Yakima

“Major” water users were already members 
of YBJB

Allowed for sharing of expenses to respond 
to legal issues that affected all Major Users

 

YAKIMA BASIN JOINT BOARD 
COMMON LEGAL ISSUES

Tribal (Federal) Water Rights – “Winter’s 
Doctrine” – “Time Immemorial”

Instream Flows - Parametrix

“Fish” Flushing Flows – Tribe, WDFW, USBR
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1994

My Career path led me back to Spokane 
as General Manager for Spokane County 
Water District #3

Safe Drinking Water Act implemented by 
DOH included mandatory Wellhead 
Protection Planning by Utilities

Successes of YBJB convinced me that a 
joint board protecting the aquifer was the 
best way for uitlities to work together

 

How Many Wells Do You See?
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WHY A SPOKANE AQUIFER 
JOINT BOARD?

Create a unified voice for potentially 17+ 
water purveyors to protect water quality

Avoid duplication of effort in developing a 
wellhead protection plan

Provide consistent program for region’s 
sole source aquifer

Pool resources to accomplish common 
goal

RCW 39.34 Interlocal Cooperation Act
 

How we created the 
Spokane Aquifer Joint Board

Series of meetings with water purveyor managers       
and elected Board Members

Created and circulated a “Draft” document for 
each system and their attorney to review

Finally, in 1995, SAJB was officially created, at 
first meeting held election of officers from SAJB 
member ranks

Held monthly meetings thereafter to conduct 
SAJB business and discuss issues
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SAJB ORGANIZATIONAL 
CHART

Joint Board 
Members

Officers

Staff Contractors

 

SAJB FUNDING

Board members agree to assess themselves to 
fund joint board activities

General Assessment for Administrative Costs 
(legal fees, liability insurance, PO Box)

Wellhead Protection Plan Assessment for 
creating and implementing WHPP
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SAJB FINACES

Money is managed by the Treasurer who 
maintains bank and financial accounts

Treasurer receives proceeds from grants

Officers are able to sign and process checks 
after Board authorizes payments

 

SAJB PARTNERS

Using existing data sources, businesses 
over the Aquifer with potential 
contaminants are tracked & sent reminder 
letters every 2 years, per regulations.

 Contracted with Spokane County GIS to 
create data base and update each year 

 Locations are mapped using GIS, 
segregated by Purveyor and cross-checked 
by each Purveyor   
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SAJB UNANTICIPATED 
SUCCESSES

Ecology solicited SAJB to receive grant 
funding for conservation messaging

Changed Ecology directive that “Irrigation” 
water rights could no longer be used for 
“Municipal” purpose

 

WHY A IDAHO WASHINGTON 
AQUIFER COALITION?

Create a unified voice to protect aquifer 
water quality across state lines

Avoid duplication of efforts

Work toward a consistent program for 
region’s sole source aquifer

Pool resources to accomplish common 
goals

No Interlocal Cooperation Act in Idaho

  



37 

 

 

MID-COLUMBIA RESILIENCY COORDINATION: FINAL REPORT 2019 

How we created the 
Idaho Washington Aquifer Coalition

Series of meetings with water and/or sewer 
purveyors from both Washington and Idaho

Created and circulated a “Draft” document 
establishing an Idaho based non-profit entity for 
each system and their attorney to review

IWAC was officially created, at first meeting held 
election of officers from member ranks

Held monthly meetings thereafter to conduct 
IWAC business and discuss issues

 

IWAC ORGANIZATIONAL 
CHART

IWAC 
Members

Officers

Contractors
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IWAC FUNDING

Board members agree to assess themselves to 
fund IWAC activities

State of Idaho has provided funding to IWAC 
for projects

 

IWAC FINACES

Money is managed by the Treasurer who 
maintains bank and financial accounts

Treasurer receives proceeds from grants

Officers are able to sign and process checks 
after Board authorizes payments
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COALITION BUILDING 
PRESENTATION

QUESTIONS?
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Appendix L: Quarterly Reports 
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