
Columbia Basin Sustainable Water Coalition 

General Meeting  

Thursday, April 28, 2022 

10:00 – 11:00 am via Zoom 

Agenda 

10 min Introductions 
10 min • Updates 

o Consultant selection - Elsa 
o PL 566 update – Harold 

10 min • Contacts collected, formatted 
• Commerce survey contacts 

10 min • Press Release 
10 min • Meeting once a month 

• June 23 in person 
5 min Follow up task assignments 
5 min  Schedule outreach group meeting 
 Adjourn 

 

Meeting Recording 

https://wastatecommerce.zoom.us/rec/share/94w1mUKclkuJCfdFajJvz8pBcWTrTk8PEje8vIWtbyhDroG4
7JVfUGtzLCT-DvM.TCkhEbEzoHsT1rSi?startTime=1651165242000 

Passcode: 88WXSI@+ 

Meeting Notes 

• LCCD is in contract negotiations with facilitation consultant and technical consultant. Contracts 
will be signed at May 11 LCCD Board meeting.  

• OGWRP PL566 group meeting weekly with Agency group. OGWRP Funding Steering Committee 
meets May 5 @ 12 o’clock via Zoom. If you are interested in joining contact Kristina Ribellia. 

o Landowner meeting held by agencies and East Basin Irrigation District (30-70 growers), 
will be in person.  

o Asking people to submit questions before, group also developed FAQ document. 
Meeting will be chance for landowners to have questions answered by funding agencies.  

• Last meeting we asked everyone send in two new stakeholder contacts to add to contact list. 
Also send media contacts. Contacts sent in incorporated into lists, no further follow up needed.  

• Sara Higgins reminds group the importance of the contact group. For those who have not yet 
contributed, please do add contacts.  

• Press Release – nearing finalization.  
o Line referring to “simultaneous work” could be more specific to OGWRP. OGWRP lead 

entities share and vet all external communications. Kristina suggested specific language 
and then the document would need to be vetted.  

https://wastatecommerce.zoom.us/rec/share/94w1mUKclkuJCfdFajJvz8pBcWTrTk8PEje8vIWtbyhDroG47JVfUGtzLCT-DvM.TCkhEbEzoHsT1rSi?startTime=1651165242000
https://wastatecommerce.zoom.us/rec/share/94w1mUKclkuJCfdFajJvz8pBcWTrTk8PEje8vIWtbyhDroG47JVfUGtzLCT-DvM.TCkhEbEzoHsT1rSi?startTime=1651165242000


• Do people understand what a watershed is and the need to establish one? 
• Mary Dye mentions RCW 90.82; envisions bringing municipalities and purveyors as key 

stakeholders into the PL 566 watershed group that was recently established. Suggests LCCD 
contact Roilene at State office and have Harold or Kristina add this group to the partnership 
through planning process that was just initiated. 

o Sees this group as using grant money to redo work to create a watershed when federal 
watershed is being set up. Where does this new group see a difference between the 
work it is doing and the federal watershed just established.  

• Press Release language was meant to distinguish between state and federal watershed planning 
activities. Also could help to include definition of watershed.  

• LCCD and GCCD have discussed the difference in their respective grants and their scopes and 
agreed the PL566 watershed would represent large irrigators and landowners whereas the 
Coalition would represent municipalities. Believed the scopes to be different enough that the 
two would continue separate work but remain involved and in communication about each 
other’s work and communications.   

• OGWRP PL566 scope of work is being developed by NRCS and ECBID (sponsor), will know more 
about that scope when it is released, groups will continue to stay in close coordination.  

• Ecology runs state watershed planning. OCR is only one part of Department of Ecology. 
Important that Ecology is coordinating internally to understand difference between our two 
efforts.  

• Coalition wants to be clear about the differences so readers can understand where they might 
fit in.  

• Kristina suggested language for the press release that distinguishes the difference. Outreach 
group will consider language.  

• Coalition meeting frequency will reduce to once a month. Beginning in May general meetings 
will be help 4th Thursdays at 10am-11am. 

• No meeting on May 12, next general meeting will be Thursday May 26th at 10am, same Zoom 
link. Claire will be sending meeting cancellations for 2nd Thursday meetings.  

• Outreach working group will continue working behind the scenes.  
• June 23rd will be consultant kick off meeting in Moses Lake. 9am-12pm. This is not yet 

confirmed, but please place hold on calendars.  
o Richard Law reserved Moses Lake Council Chambers for June 23 from 8m-1pm 

• American Water Resources Association doe regular dinner and lunch meetings, mostly virtual. 
Organization is looking for topics for May, June, July. Katherine is thinking of a panel for the June 
dinner meeting.  

o Idea for a panel to talk about the Coalition, potentially also OGWRP updates.  
o No dates established yet but we have the ability to choose a date that works for panel 

members.  
o Katherine suggested Claire, Elsa, Sara, Ben Lee as potential members, but able to 

expand it out.  
o American Water Resources Association, Washington Section - AWRA-WA Dinner 

Meetings (waawra.org) 
o Claire, Sara, Elsa will discuss and follow up with Katherine 

https://www.waawra.org/Events/DinnerMeetings
https://www.waawra.org/Events/DinnerMeetings


Meeting Participants 

Bill Sangster Bsangster@ephrata.org Ephrata 
Claire Miller claire.miller@commerce.wa.gov WA Department of Commerce 
Dean White dwhite@wadistrict.net LCCD 
Don Schwerin don.schwerin@gmail.com Ag and Rural Caucus 
Elsa Bowen ebowen@wadistrict.net LCCD 
Gina Hoff ghoff@usbr.gov Bureau of Reclamation 
Harold Crose harold-crose@conservewa.net GCCD 
Jake Wollman jrw@whborg.com Landowner 
Katherine Ryf Kryf@landauinc.com Landau Associates 
Kevin Lindsey klindsey@geoengineers.com Geo Engineers 
Kristina Ribellia kristina-ribellia@conservewa.net GCCD 
Mark Stedman mstedman@co.lincoln.wa.us Lincoln County Commissioner 
Mike Schwisow, CBDL mschwisow@live.com  CBDL 
Paul Wollman pkwollman@gmail.com Landowner 
Michele Kiesz mrkiesz@centurytel.net Landowner 
Richard Law rlaw@cityofml.com Moses Lake 
Sara Higgins sara@cbdl.org CBDL 
Sasha Richey McLarty   sasha.richey@wsu.edu WSU 
Shawn O'Brien sobrien@othellowa.gov Othello 
Sheryl Howe sheryl.howe@doh.wa.gov WA Department of Health 
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