
Columbia Basin Sustainable Water Coalition 

General Meeting  

Thursday, March 24, 2022 

10:00 – 11:00 am via Zoom 

Agenda 

10 min Introductions 
10 min • Updates 

o Grant updates – Elsa 
o PL 566 update – Harold 
o OGWRP Meeting Dates? 

10 min • Follow up items 
o DOH Gov Delivery message 
o Can Coalition members add to DOH list? Alternatives? 

10 min • Any volunteers for Outreach group? 
10 min • Have we defined stakeholder? 
5 min Follow up task assignments 
5 min  Schedule outreach group meeting 
 Adjourn 

 

Meeting Recording: 
https://wastatecommerce.zoom.us/rec/share/gsFem68ciaGOvfQZwZiQG3PJ8lB0t7Oxs14MJC0VXtCmfzH
BBQnorDld8qtvy91w.GdHN71KOSwWMsOrY?startTime=1648141415000  

Passcode: bT=..9i* 

Meeting Participants – see last page 

Meeting Notes 

• RFPs are out, deadline is April 1. Lots of interest, no proposals yet.  
• OGWRP is now an official watershed area. Beginning planning phase for 566. Draft statement of 

work is being circulated, next will be contracting for plan. Implementation will be funded by 
Congress. Trying to complete planning in one year. Drafting white paper for dissemination.  

• OGWRP will have regular meetings, Coalition members are invited. Harold and Michele will let 
us know dates when they are established.  

• DOH GovDelivery message will go out every first of the month to Group A operators in FLAG 
Counties.  

o Coalition can add names to Gov Delivery list 
• Even if we can add to DOH group, we should create a list of contacts from within the Coalition of 

stakeholders current members think should be involved. This list will be managed by LCCD and 
will be the official stakeholder list for the Coalition, for use by facilitator, but separate from 
DOH’s list.  



• Outreach Group volunteers: Claire Miller, Aaron Michaels, Elsa Bowen, Sara Higgins, Shawn 
O’Brien, Judi Ellis 

o This group will begin to build stakeholder contact list, gather contact information from 
Coalition membership, draft press release. 

• Claire will send potential meeting dates to Outreach Working Group 
• How does the Coalition define stakeholders? Because stakeholder list can easily get very big. 

o Water is a big issue that touches many, how do you narrow that down.  
o Issue with different efforts working on same issue within silos: CBDL (advocacy 

organization), East Columbia Basin Irrigation District (authorized to do construction), 
Office of Columbia River, Bureau of Reclamation, grower groups.  

o OGWRP funding for PL 566 comes from water subcabinet in President’s Cabinet after 
law passed in 2020 requiring federal water funders to coordinate. Rep Dye believes 
Columbia Basin Irrigation Project will be flagship.  

• East Columbia Basin Irrigation District Board is made up of 5 members that represent a specific 
portion of the District.  

• Outreach group can bring preliminary contact list back to larger group for more additions. 
• Michelle will ask at next ECBID meeting first Wednesday of the month if any Board members 

would like to join us.  
• Question from Sheryl Howe whether Coalition members have any well or drought data points to 

share with her – data helps inform discussions in Water Supply Availability Committee and 
decisions on drought declarations.  

o Michele has data for Lincoln County wells and can put Sheryl in contact with Jeff 
Schiebel (LCCD Board Chairman) 

o Elsa offered final report from LCCD well monitoring grant 
o Michele will also check with Adams County (Ritzville was planning to test wells) 
o Elsa also offered information she’s hearing from livestock producers. Streams and ponds 

are not coming back from last year and want to drill wells. Several have signed up for 
new well locations.  

o Warnick’s bill did not pass, Ecology’s $2million budget proviso also did not pass. Drought 
order will likely be rolled forward with no money to respond.  

Follow up items 

• Claire will send potential meeting dates to Outreach Working Group 
• Michele will send Claire names and addresses of ECBID board members and email addresses 
• Possible for DOH to share their contact list? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Participants 

 

 

Name Organization Email 
Bill Sangster City of Ephrata Bsangster@ephrata.org
Brenda Smits DOH Office of Drinking Water brenda.smits@doh.wa.gov
Cathi Read COM - Small Communities Initiative cathi.read@commerce.wa.gov
Don Schwerin don.schwerin@gmail.com
Elsa Bowen LCCD ebowen@wadistrict.net
Harold Crose GCCD harold-crose@conservewa.net
Jake Wollman Landowner jrw@whborg.com
Jamie Gardipe DOH Office of Drinking Water jamie.gardipe@doh.wa.gov
Janice Jantz Lincoln County EDC janice@lincolnedc.org
Joe Pessutti Town of Lind Public Works Jpessutti@outlook.com
Katherine Ryf Landau Associates Kryf@landauinc.com
Kevin Lindsey Geo Engineers klindsey@geoengineers.com
Rep. Mary Dye 9th District mary.dye@leg.wa.gov
Paul Wollman Landowner, purveyor pkwollman@gmail.com
Michele Kiesz Landowner mrkiesz@centurytel.net
Scott Kugel DOH State Revolving Fund scott.kugel@doh.wa.gov
Sheryl Howe DOH Hydrogeologist sheryl.howe@doh.wa.gov


